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It’s Official…the Railroad Museum is Now 
Recognized as a Smithsonian Affiliate 

  
SACRAMENTO, Calif. – California State Parks and the California State Railroad Museum & 
Foundation are proud to announce the California State Railroad Museum is now officially 
recognized as a Smithsonian Affiliate.  
 
“We are delighted to officially begin our Affiliate partnership with the California State Railroad 
Museum, an organization which has previously worked alongside the Smithsonian in scholarship 
and historic preservation,” said Myriam Springuel, Interim Director, Smithsonian Affiliations. “The 
story of railroading is very much the story of building the foundation of the United States and we 
are proud to partner with this museum which tells this national story from its beginnings in 
California. The collections, scholarship and expertise of the Smithsonian will be well matched by 
those at the California State Railroad Museum; we expect both organizations to benefit a great 
deal from this collaborative relationship.” 
 
Located in Old Sacramento State Historic Park, the Railroad Museum joins a network of 216 
organizations throughout the nation that are committed to serving the public through educational 
outreach, artifact loans, traveling exhibitions and collaborative research with the Smithsonian. 
Smithsonian Affiliations help to build a bridge between the local experiences available in individual 
communities with the national heritage preserved and displayed at the Smithsonian. 
 
“We are proud that the Railroad Museum is now an official Smithsonian Affiliate,” said Ty Smith, 
Museum Director for the California State Railroad Museum. “Aligning the Railroad Museum with 
the Smithsonian Institution will help us further our mission of connecting people to California's 
railroad heritage. This partnership is both intellectual and material and will advance our ability to 
create a world-class experience to each and every guest who visits the California State Railroad 
Museums and Old Sacramento State Historic Park." 
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Widely recognized as North America’s most prestigious rail museum, the California State Railroad 
Museum showcases more than 150 years of railroad history in 225,000 square feet of space. Each 
year, approximately 600,000 guests from all over the world visit the Railroad Museum to see and 
experience the immaculately restored full-scale locomotives and railroad cars, impressive toy train 
collection, interactive and ever-changing exhibits, and much more.  
 
“We look forward to networking and working collaboratively with other Smithsonian Affiliates to 
further our collective goals to educate, interpret and engage the public with the unique and 
memorable experiences we have to offer,” said Cheryl Marcell, President & CEO of the California 
State Railroad Museum Foundation.”  
 
For more information about the California State Railroad Museum & Foundation, please call 916-
323-9280 or visit www.californiarailroad.museum/. 
 
Subscribe to California State Parks News via e-mail at info@parks.ca.gov or via RSS feed.  
 
California State Parks Mission 
To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by helping to 
preserve the state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and 
cultural resources, and creating opportunities for high quality outdoor recreation.  
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